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Holy Mass of Christian Burial 

for the Repose of the Soul of  
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Principal Celebrant Most Rev Robert McGuckin 

Bishop of Toowoomba 
 
Concelebrants   Most Rev Kevin Manning 

    Emeritus Bishop of Parramatta 

     

    Most Rev Bede Heather 

     Emeritus Bishop of Parramatta 

 

    Most Rev David Cremin 

    Emeritus Auxiliary of Sydney 

 

    Rev Fergus Breslan 

 

    Very Rev Peter G. Williams 

    Diocesan Administrator of Parramatta  

 

Priests of the Diocese of Parramatta and visiting Priests 
 
 

Master of Ceremonies Rev John Paul Escarlan 
 
Altar Servers  Acolytes and Servers of St Patrick’s Parish, Guilford 
 
First Reading   Clare Harb 

Second Reading  Noelene Mansour 

Gospel    Deacon James Phelan 

Universal Prayer   Tina Lazzoppina 

 

Choir    Saint Patrick’s Parish Choir  

Guilford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Entrance Hymn - Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE ORDER OF MASS 

 

The Introductory Rites 

 

Bishop:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All:   Amen. 

 

Bishop:  Peace be with you. 

 

All:   And with your spirit. 

 

 

Sprinkling with Holy Water 

 
 
Bishop:  In the waters of baptism Louis died with Christ and rose with   

     Him to new life. May he now share with Him eternal glory. 
 
The Bishop sprinkles the coffin with holy water. 

  

 

Collect 
 
Bishop:  Let us pray. 

Hear with favour our prayers, which we humbly offer,  

O Lord, for the salvation of the soul of Louis,  

your servant and Priest, that he, who devoted a faithful ministry to 

your name, may rejoice in the perpetual company of your Saints.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

 

All:   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading 

 

A reading from the Book of Job  

 

Then Job answered:  

‘O that my words were written down! 

O that they were inscribed in a book!  

O that with an iron pen and with lead 

they were engraved on a rock for ever!  

For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;  

and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

then in my flesh I shall see God,  

whom I shall see on my side, 

and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

My heart faints within me! 

 

The word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Responsorial Psalm - ‘The Lord is my shepherd’                                                

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 

 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 

all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 

faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of 

his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the 



 

 

resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already 

reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 

made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 

this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 

lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God 

in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if 

you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. Only let us 

hold fast to what we have attained. 

The word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                             

Alleluia, alleluia!   

Come, you whom my Father has blessed, says the Lord;  

inherit the Kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel  
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled. 

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 



 

 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,   

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 

of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 

is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

All:   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Homily    

Rev. John Hogan, Rector of Holy Spirit Seminary, Diocese of Parramatta 

 

 

Universal Prayer 

 

Bishop:   Let us join with one another in praying to God, not only for our 

departed   

brother, Louis,  but also for the Church, for peace in the world and 

for ourselves. 

 

We thank God for the life of Father Louis and all the memories and special  

times we shared with him. May he now be in God’s loving embrace for all 

eternity. We pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For the family and friends of Father Louis that they may be consoled in their 

grief by the Lord who wept at the death of his friend Lazarus. We pray to the 

Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For all of us assembled here to worship in faith, that we may be comforted in 

our grief and gathered together again in God’s kingdom. We Pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 



 

 

For our family and friends that have gone before us and await the kingdom. 

May God grant them an everlasting home with Christ. We Pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the Church, all those who minister to the faithful, the sick, the frail and 

the aged. We pray for your peace and love to spread throughout the world.  

We pray to the Lord 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 

To Mary the comforter of the sorrowful we pray: 

All: Hail Mary…  

 

Bishop:  God, our shelter and our strength, you listen in love to the cry of your 

people.  Hear the prayers we offer for our departed brothers and sisters. Cleanse 

them of their sins and grant them the fullness of redemption. Through Christ 

our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 

Offertory Hymn - Where there is Charity and Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Bishop: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours 

    may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

All:    May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 

glory of  His name, for our good and the good of all His holy 

Church.  

 

Prayer over the Offerings 
 
Bishop:  We ask your mercy, Lord, that this sacrifice of our service, offered for 

the soul of Louis, your servant and Priest, may now bring pardon to 

him, who devoutly offered sacrifice to you in the Church. Through 

Christ our Lord. 

All:   Amen. 

 

 

PREFACE I FOR THE DEAD 

The hope of resurrection in Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop:  It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and 

everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

eternal God, through Christ our Lord. 

 

 In him the hope of blessed resurrection has dawned,  that those 

saddened by the certainty of dying, might be consoled by the promise 

of immortality to come. 

 



 

 

 Indeed for your faithful, Lord, life is changed not ended, and, when 

this earthly dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready 

for them in heaven. 

 

 And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and Dominions, 

and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, we sing the hymn of your 

glory, as without end we acclaim: 

 

All:   Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III 

 

Bishop: The mystery of faith. 

  

All:   When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 

Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
  

Bishop and Concelebrants:   

Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for 

ever and ever.     

All:     Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Communion Rite 

 

Bishop:   At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 

     we dare to say:  

All: 
        
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant    

     peace  in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be   

     always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the   

     blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

All: 

 

 

 

 

Bishop:  Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave    

     you, my  peace I give you; look not on our sins, but on the faith  

     of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in    

     accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

 

All:     Amen. 

 

Bishop:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All:    And with your spirit. 



 

 

Deacon:   Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

 

All:     Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

     have mercy on us. 

     Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

     have mercy on us. 

     Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

     grant us peace. 

 

Bishop:  Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins   

     of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

All:     Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 

     but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Hymn - ‘One Bread, One Body’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Hymn - "Bread of Life, Hope of the World" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Bishop:  Let us pray. 

Renewed by food from your heavenly table, we humbly beseech 

you, O Lord, that by the power of this sacrifice the soul of Louis, 

your servant and Priest, who faithfully ministered in your Church, 

may exult for ever in your sight. Through Christ our Lord. 

All:    Amen. 

 

Final Commendation 

 

Invitation to Prayer 
 
Fr Peter:  Before we take Louis to his final resting place, let us take our  

leave of him. May our farewell express our love for him; may it  

ease our sadness and strengthen our hope. One day we shall  

joyfully greet him again when the love of Christ, which conquers all 

things, destroys even death itself. 

Silence 

All pray in silence. 

The symbols of Christian life are removed from the coffin. 

Signs of Farewell 
 
The coffin may now be sprinkled with holy water and incensed. 

Song of Farewell 
 
 
Fr Peter:   Saints of God, come to his aid! Hasten to meet him, angels of   

          the Lord! 

All:    Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High. 
  
Fr Peter:   May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; 

      may angels lead you  to the bosom of Abraham.   

All:    Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High. 
 
Fr Peter:  Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 

      and let perpetual light  shine upon him.   

All:    Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High. 



 

 

Prayer of Commendation 

 
Fr Peter:  Into your hands, Father of mercies, we commend our brother Louis 

in the sure and certain hope that, together with all who have died in 

Christ, he will rise with him on the last day. 

 We give thanks for the blessings which you bestowed upon Louis in 

this life: they are signs to us of your goodness and of our fellowship 

with the Saints in Christ. 

 Merciful Lord, turn toward us and listen to our prayers: open the 

gates of paradise to your servant and help us who remain to comfort 

one another with assurances of faith, until we all meet in Christ and 

are with you and with our brother for ever. 

All:    Amen. 

 

Fr Peter:   In peace let us take our brother to his place of rest. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Recessional Hymn - Hail, Queen of Heaven, the Ocean Star 

 

Music and text used with permission.  

Word of Life Licence Number: 2388 

 



 

 

The Reverend Louis Joseph Breslan 

 

Ordained  

6 June 1948 St Patrick's, Carlow 

 

Date of arrival in Sydney  
19 March 1949 

 

 

Pastoral Appointments 

 

St Mary's Cathedral Sydney  
March 1949 - December 1949 

 

St Michael's Thirroul  
December 1949 - February 1951 

 

St Patrick's Lithgow  
February 1951 - February 1954 

 

St Mary's Manly  
February 1954 - July 1955 

 

Royal Australian Navy  

July 1955 - March 1975 

 

St Patrick's Guildford  
September 1975 - 

 

3 July 2009 Rosary Village 

 

 

 

 


